
Course Title: Writing Your Dissertation Research from A to Z 
 

  
 

Module 1: Introduction to the Dissertation Process 

● Objective: Provide an overview of what a dissertation entails and the key steps 
involved. 

○ What is a dissertation? 
○ Key milestones in the dissertation journey 
○ Understanding your university’s dissertation guidelines 
○ Time management and planning your dissertation timeline 
○ Reading  
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Module 2: Formulating a Research Question 

● Objective: Guide students in developing a in strong, researchable question.  
○ Identifying a gap in the literature 
○ Types of research questions (qualitative vs. quantitative) 
○ The difference between research aims, objectives, and questions 
○ How to refine a broad topic into a focused research question  
○ Developing hypotheses (if applicable)  

● Reading 
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Module 3: Conducting a Literature Review 

● Objective: Teach students how to conduct a thorough literature review. 
○ Purpose of the literature review  
○ Identifying key databases and sources  
○ Logging, cataloging and synthesizing the literature 
○ Citation management software: PaperPile 
○ Key points when writing the Literature Review 
○ Reading 
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Module 4: Research Design and Methodology 

● Objective: Help students understand how to choose and apply appropriate 
methodologies. 

○ Difference between qualitative and quantitative research 
○ Study designs: descriptive, observational, experimental 
○ The sampling process  
○ Sampling techniques 
○ Data collection methods: surveys, interviews, experiments, secondary 

data analysis, etc.  
○ Data reliability and Validity 
○ Reading 
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Module 5: Finalizing Your Research Proposal 

 Objective: 
 

  
 

 
  
  
  
  

   
 

  
  
  
  
  
 

 

Module 6: Data Collection, Cleaning, and Analysis 

 Objective:  
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Module 7: Writing the Dissertation 

 Objective: 
dissertation. 
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Module 8: Editing, Revising, and Formatting your Dissertation 

 Objective:  
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Module 9: Defending Your Dissertation 

 Objective:  
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